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to civilities, because finance entered not into my head,
and I regarded as lost time all these conversations.
Some time after, the Regent, who spoke to me tolerably
often of Law with great prepossession, said that. he.
had to ask of me, nay to demand of me, a favour; it
was, to receive a visit from Law regularly every week.
I represented to him the perfect inutiKty of these con-
versations, in which I was incapable of learning any-
thing, and still more so of enlightening Law upon sub-
jects he possessed, and of which I knew nought. It
was in vain; the Regent wished it; obedience was nec-
essary. Law, informed of this by the Regent, came
then to my house. He admitted to me with good
grace, that it was he who had asked the Regent to
ask me, not daring to do so himself. Many compli-
ments followed on both sides, and we agreed that he
should come to my house every Tuesday morning1
about ten o'clock, and that my door should be closed
to everybody while he remained. This first visit was
not given to business. On the following Tuesday
morning he came to keep his appointment, and punct-
ually came until his discomfiture. An hour-and-a-half,
very often two hours, was the ordinary time for our
conversations. He always took care to inform me of
the favour his bank was obtaining in France and for-
eign countries, of its products, of his views, of his
conduct, of the opposition he met with from the heads
of finance and the magistracy, of his reasons, and es-
pecially of his balance sheet, to convince me that he
was more than prepared to face all holders of notes
whatever sums they had to ask for.
I soon knew that if Law had desired these regular